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In A Midwife's Tale, Laurel Thatcher Ulrich interprets the contents of a diary written by a late 18th and early 19thc midwife, Martha Ballard.  She builds this interpretation from a number of specific claims about the meaning and significance of particular passages and entries in Ballard’s diary.  To construct these claims, Ballard examines the evidence in historical context—i.e., in the context of both local town life and the culture and society of New England at the time.   In the process, she also addresses larger issues of historical interpretation, especially with respect to gender roles and gender relations in the Revolutionary period.  Choose one piece of evidence Ulrich analyzes in A Midwafe’s Tale and briefly identify the historical context(s) in which she interprets that evidence.  
